Chris Proctor’s New World Guitar- Program Notes

Chris Proctor has made a reputation in the world of contemporary guitar for more than 30 years as an original composer and technical innovator, and as a tireless performer and teacher of his style and technique across the United States, Europe, Canada and Mexico. Bridging the gap between Leo Kottke’s early ground-breaking solo work, and the Windham Hill guitarists who followed, Proctor is a pioneer in the solo genre, who has paved the way for others and helped make solo steel-string guitar a respected form of contemporary original music.

Since winning the US National Fingerstyle Guitar Competition in 1982, he has toured, recorded and performed steadily, producing ten recordings for the Windham Hill, Flying Fish, Rounder and Sugarhouse labels. He was senor clinician for Taylor Guitars for more than 20 years, and was honored by Taylor for that work with the "Chris Proctor Signature Model" guitar in 2001. His music and career have been profiled in Guitar Player, Acoustic Guitar, and Fingerstyle Guitar magazines in  the U. S., and in several European music magazines as well.

Close and Personal Friends, Chris’s new release, takes us back to his roots, and unfolds a tapestry of medleys woven from the musical threads of his early years. It’s the second of his ten releases that concentrates on arranging music rather than composing, and it’s chock full of classic rock and pop, soul, folk, British Isles, and music from Chris’s parents era. Fans and guitar aficionados are already sounding its praises, and concert audiences are delighted as each song transforms and evolves into the next within each wonderful medley.

Unusual aspects of his music which the listener will certainly hear and see at tonight’s concert include his use of the electronic bow, which gives the guitar the ability to produce legato, or very long sustained notes, his cutting-edge 12-string techniques, and his adaptation of glass and metal bottleneck slides and mutes to contemporary composition and arranging. His amazing use of alternate guitar tunings gives orchestral flavor to his music, illuminating bass lines, melodies and harmonies simultaneously. The resulting full rich sound surprises and delights both first-time listeners and fans alike, with pieces and arrangements that are both familiar and unexpected.

Highlights of this evening’s performance will likely include his arrangement of “Nights in White Satin,” and the marriage of Baroque and Celtic music in “Bach to Ireland, his original pieces  “Tap Room,” “Hotspot,” the 6-string show-stopper “CPSM,” and the 12-string tour de force "War Games."

Chris has said in the past that he regards his concert role as part musical performer and part vacation tour guide, in which he travels with his audiences to places where they can all experience new musical landscapes. We hope that this evening of New World steel-string guitar is one that you will enjoy and that you’ll want to take some of his music home with you until his next visit.

There will be two approximately 45-minute sets of music separated by a 15-minute intermission.

For more information about Chris Proctor, including easy ordering of his music, books and videos, please go to his website: www.chrisproctor.com

